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MEDICATION SIDE-EFFECTS


Any effect of a drug, chemical, or other medication that is, in addition to its intended effect (especially an effect that is harmful or unpleasant) is called a side effect.  


Side effects can occur when you start new medications, change the dose of a current medication, or when you stop a medication.  It is important for you to be familiar with possible side effects of medications and notify your doctor if you are having side effects.  Some side effects can be minor but can also be a sign of danger or suggest that the drug is not working correctly. 


 The following is a list of common medications, along with some related side effects.


ANXIETY MEDICATIONS


Alprazolam – Xanax  


Use:  Panic attacks


Side Effects:  skin rash, mood changes, confusion, depression, trouble passing urine


Buspirone – Buspar


Use:  Anxiety


Side Effects:  Blurred vision, dizziness, drowsiness, headache, nausea


Clonazapam – Klonopin


Use: Seizure and Panic disorders


Side Effects:  Confusion, hallucinations, drowsiness, depressed mood, painful or difficult urination, slurred speech, drooling or dry mouth


Diazepam – Valium


Use: Anxiety management


Side Effects: Drowsiness, in coordination, muscle weakness, tiredness


Escitalopram – Lexapro


Use: Generalized anxiety disorder


Side Effects:  Insomnia, sweating, and fatigue


Fluoxetine – Prozac


Use:  Panic and Anxiety, Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Drowsiness, very stiff muscles, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, headache, weakness, tremors, severe blistering


Lorazepam – Ativan


Use: Anxiety management


Side Effects:  Confusion, depressed moods, thought of suicide or hurting self, agitation, hallucinations, fainting


AUTISM MEDICATIONS


Risperidon –Risperdal


Use: Autism,


Side Effects: Increased appetite, fatigue, constipation, upper respiratory infections, coughing, rash, Tardive Dyskinesia


SEIZURE MEDICATIONS


Carbemazepine - Tegretol


Use: Seizures


Side Effects:  Dizziness, dry mouth, nausea, unsteadiness, vomiting





Gabapentine – Neurontin


Use:  Partial Seizures and Epilepsy 


Side Effects:  Dizziness, somnolence, and peripheral edema


Topiramate –Topamax


Use:  Seizures and Epilepsy


Side Effects:  Depression, diarrhea or constipation, nausea, tremors, loss of appetite


Valproate semisodium – Depakote


Use:  Seizures


Side Effects:  Drowsiness, weakness, constipation, tremor, hair loss, urinating less


BIPOLAR MEDICATIONS


Aripiprazole – Abilify


Use: Bipolar, Depression, Schizophrenia


Side Effects:  Nausea, vomiting, constipation, headache, dizziness, uncontrolled movements, increased appetite


Lamotrigine – Lamictal


Use: Bipolar and Schizophrenic Disorder


Side Effects:  Drowsiness, double vision, headache, unsteady gait, blurred vision


Olanzapine – Zyprexa


Use: Bipolar and Schizophrenic Disorder


Side Effects:  Postural Hypertension, dizziness, constipation, weight gain


Risperidone – Risperdal


Use: Autism,


Side Effects: Increased appetite, fatigue, constipation, upper respiratory infections coughing, rash, Tardive Dyskinesia


Valproic acid – Divalproex


Use:  Bipolar and Epilepsy


Side Effects:  Headache, diarrhea, cough, bleeding gums, depression


Ziprasidone – Geodon


Use:  Bipolar and Schizophrenic Disorder


Side Effects:  Somnolence, dizziness, tremor, twitching, abnormal vision, vomiting


MAJOR DEPRESSIVE DISORDER MEDICATIONS


Amitriptyline – Elavil


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Fast, pounding, or uneven heart beat, sudden headache, hallucinations, urinating less then usual, constipation, dry mouth


Citalopram – Celexa


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Confusion, dizziness, hallucinations, suicidal thoughts or mood changes, blurred vision, headache, and nausea


Duloxetine – Cymbalta


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Nausea, feeling like you might pass out, agitation, hallucinations, painful or difficult urination, dry mouth, constipation


Escitalopram – Lexapro


Use: Generalized anxiety disorder


Side Effects:  Insomnia, sweating, and fatigue


Fluvoxamine – Luvox


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Fast talking and excited feels or actions that are out of control, hallucinations, seizures, suicidal thought or mood changes, tremors, increased sweating





Paroxetine – Paxil


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Feeling nervous, drowsiness, dizziness, insomnia, constipation, weight changes





Sertraline – Zoloft


Use: Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Change in appetite, increased sweating, indigestion, tremors, vomiting, seizures, suicidal thoughts or mood changes, fast or irregular heart beat





Venlafaxine – Effexor


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Breathing problems, changes in vision, hallucinations, seizures, trouble passing urine or in the amount of urine, constipation


Aripipazole – Abilify


Use:  Antidepressant


Side Effects:  Breathing problems, confusion, feeling faint or lightheaded, increased urination, suicidal thoughts or mood changes, trouble swallowing, blurred vision, constipation, headache


INSOMNIA MEDICATIONS:


Lorazapem – Ativan


Use: Anxiety management


Side Effects:  Confusion, depressed moods, thought of suicide or hurting self, agitation, hallucinations, fainting























